
 

  September 6, 2017 

 

 

The Honorable Robert Goodlatte 

Chair, House Judiciary Committee 

2138 Rayburn House Office Building 

Washington, DC 20515 

 

             Re: Support for H.R. 620 

 

Dear Chairman Goodlatte, 

 

On behalf of the Building Owners and Managers Association (BOMA) International, I 

write to express our strong support for H.R. 620, “The ADA Education and Reform Act 

of 2017.” Founded in 1907, BOMA International is a federation of 91 BOMA U.S. 

associations, representing 16,000 owners and managers of all commercial property types. 

 

Since 1990, BOMA has proudly served on the American with Disabilities Act 

Accessibility Guidelines Review Advisory Committee, the ANSI/ICC A117.1 Standard 

Committee and a number of other key forums where new accessibility provisions are 

developed. Additionally, we published the “ADA Compliance Guidebook: A Checklist 

for Your Building,” which offers property professionals technical guidance to meet the 

provisions of the ADA.   

 

Congress passed the ADA to promote accessibility for all Americans. As an unintended 

consequence, there are instances of attorneys disingenuously profiting from filing 

lawsuits over technical, easily correctable violations and demanding business owners pay 

large settlements consisting principally of attorney’s fees. This practice does not remedy 

the violation, nor does it improve accessibility in our communities. Faced with costly 

litigation building owners and tenants are left with little choice but to agree to pay the 

settlements. 

 

H.R. 620 aims to solve the problem by ensuring that property owners’ focus is removing 

alleged barriers and not navigating the complex legal system. By providing a “notice and 

cure” period, the bill allows business owners 120 days to correct identified ADA 

violations before the commencement of a lawsuit. This narrowly tailored bill keeps the 

focus on accessibility and preserves the spirit of the ADA.  

 

Thank you for your leadership on this issue, and we look forward to working with you 

and other members of the committee to advance this important legislation. 

 

Sincerely,   

 

 

 

 

 

Henry H. Chamberlain 

President and COO 

BOMA International 


