
 
 

February 14, 2018 

The Honorable Paul Ryan 
Speaker 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Speaker Ryan: 
 
On behalf of the approximately 140,000 members of the National Association of Home 
Builders (NAHB), I am writing to express NAHB’s support for H.R. 620, the ADA 
Education and Reform Act of 2017. This important legislation will strengthen Title III of 
the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and improve access to public accommodations 
for persons with disabilities while reducing costly litigation driven primarily by 
unscrupulous attorneys.    
 
NAHB acknowledges the significant and unambiguously positive role the ADA has played 
in increasing opportunities for persons with disabilities since its enactment in 1990. 
Unfortunately, the law’s enforcement provisions have unintentionally given rise to a 
growing trend of so-called drive-by lawsuits which threaten the efficacy of the law. These 
lawsuits target scores of well-intentioned property owners accused of often minor, easily 
correctable ADA violations with costly and protracted legal disputes. This does nothing to 
speed corrective action and more often than not results in expensive settlements that 
cover little more than plaintiffs’ attorneys’ fees. H.R. 620 addresses the misaligned 
incentives that gave rise to this abusive practice by instituting a “notice and cure period.” 
This more effective approach encourages business owners to respond to and correct 
violations before the matter is bogged down in court.                     
 
In addition to the “notice and cure” provision, H.R. 620 contains other important 
commonsense measures such as the creation of an ADA compliance education program 
and the establishment of a model program to promote alternatives to litigation. These 
improvements to the ADA will ultimately increase access to public accommodations and 
prevent often unnecessary and costly legal disputes.  
 
This is a bipartisan opportunity to strengthen the ADA, and we urge Congress to pass 
this important legislation. Thank you for considering our views. 
 

Sincerely,  

 
James W. Tobin III 

Government Affairs 

James W. Tobin III 
Executive Vice President & Chief Lobbyist 

Government Affairs and Communications Group 


